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Introduction:

Given the multitude of factors contributing to corruption and its numerous negative consequences, this research
aimed to empirically test and generalize a data-driven theory designed to explain the causes of corruption.
Modabbernejad and colleagues conducted a study titled "Using Shannon's Entropy Index to Explain the Background
of Corruption in the Iranian Health Care System" and "Analyzing the Origins and Spread of Corruption in the Iranian
Health Care System". The foundation of these two articles was a data-driven theory derived from interviews with
stakeholders in the Ministry of Health. However, due to the nature of the research methods employed in these studies,
the findings could not be generalized to the entire health care system. Therefore, this research was undertaken to

empirically test the theory they proposed.

Materials & Methods

This study employed quantitative and survey methods to
examine the relationship between various contexts—
including economic, social, cultural, legislative, decision-
making, organizational, individual, and micro-level factors—
and the perception of corruption among stakeholders in the
healthcare system. Data were collected by using a researcher-
developed questionnaire, which was informed by multiple
stages of the study, including a review of existing literature
on corruption in healthcare and semi-structured interviews
with experts at the Ministry of Health headquarters. The
statistical population consisted of healthcare staff in Shiraz, a
city recognized for its advanced medical services, and Yasuj,
a less developed city, totaling approximately 23,000
individuals. Using GPower software and an alpha level of
0.01, the desired test power was set at 0.80, leading to an

estimated sample size of 384 participants. A multi-stage
random sampling method was employed, selecting 4
hospitals and 4 health centers in each city through simple
random sampling. In the subsequent stage, 208 respondents
were randomly chosen from Shiraz and 176 from Yasuj.
Smart-PLS3 software was utilized to test the hypotheses.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings indicated that all legislative, economic,
decision-making, organizational, social, cultural, individual,
and micro-level factors significantly influenced the
perception of corruption. This confirmed the foundational
data theory regarding the origins of corruption in the
healthcare system, which had been validated empirically and
generalized to the broader statistical population. Overall, the
independent variables in this study accounted for 76.9% of
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the variance in perceptions of corruption within the Iranian
healthcare system, while the remaining 23.1% was attributed
to other unexamined factors. Notably, the impacts of
legislative factors on the perception of corruption was
significantly greater than those of other contexts. In terms of
relative effect sizes, legislative factors exerted an influence
that was 7.5 times greater than economic factors, 7.2 times
greater than organizational factors, 11.2 times greater than
individual factors, and 12.5 times greater than social and
cultural factors. Based on the Q2 index, we could conclude

Strategic Research on Social Problems, Vol. 15, Issue 2, No. 53, 2026

that the predictive power of the structural model concerning
perception of corruption was moderate.

The manifestations of corruption in the Iranian healthcare
system were closely linked to the broader corrupt conditions
present in Iranian society. Addressing this issue effectively
requires comprehensive reforms of both formal and informal
structures that contribute to corruption.

Keywords: Corruption, Perception of Corruption, Healthcare
System, Legislation, Yasuj, Shiraz.
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Fig 1- Changes in the corruption situation in Iran between 2012 and 2024 (Source: Transparency International, 2024)
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Fig 1- Estimated structural equation model of the research
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