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Introduction

Identity encompasses the array of characteristics, through which individuals define themselves and are recognized by others,
forming a dynamic construct shaped by social interactions and historical memory. Afghan migrants in Iran, particularly those
residing in the brick-kiln settlements of Mahmoudabad, experience shifts in traditional identity patterns as they navigate linguistic,
cultural, and religious commonalities within the host society. Daily interactions foster the emergence of new cultural expressions,
while ethnic and religious identities rooted in Afghanistan continue to influence their sense of belonging. The living environment
plays a crucial role in reinforcing or undermining these identity components, making spatial and architectural considerations vital
for preserving cultural integrity. Migration, whether voluntary or forced, has long been a fundamental aspect of the human
experience, often accompanied by social and economic challenges for minority groups. Afghan migrants in Iran encounter
administrative restrictions, discrimination, and limited social acceptance, which impede the establishment of stable identities and
contribute to feelings of marginalization. Recent political instability in Afghanistan, particularly following 2021, has intensified
migration flows, resulting in a diverse Afghan population in Iran with strong linguistic and religious ties. Understanding these
cultural, social, and symbolic aspects of identity is essential for designing collective housing that fosters integration while
preserving distinct identities.

Materials & Methods

The theoretical framework of this study was anchored in 3
key perspectives: Social Identity Theory, Place Identity
Theory, and Breakwell’s Identity Process Theory. Social
Identity Theory elucidates how individuals derive a portion
of their self-concept from their group affiliations, shaping

their perceptions and intergroup interactions. Place Identity
Theory underscores the significance of the physical
environment as a meaningful reference for memories and
social relationships. Breakwell’s Identity Process Theory
conceptualizes identity as a dynamic system governed by 4
principles: distinctiveness, continuity, self-esteem, and self-
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efficacy. This framework provides valuable insights into how
migrants sustain their identities in new sociocultural contexts.
To operationalize these concepts, Ralph Tyler’s model was
utilized, categorizing determinants of human behavior into
human and environmental factors. This approach facilitated
the translation of identity components into architectural
criteria.

Data collection employed a qualitative methodology,
incorporating semi-structured and in-depth interviews, direct
observations of daily practices, and documentation of the
spatial needs of Afghan migrants residing in the brick-kiln
settlements of Mahmoudabad.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
Data analysis was conducted using Braun and Clarke’s
thematic approach, involving iterative coding and theme
development until conceptual saturation was reached.
Themes were organized according to Breakwell’s four
identity components. Most participants expressed a strong
identification as Afghan and took pride in their nationality,
whereas second-generation migrants exhibited a partial
emotional attachment to Iran. Administrative restrictions,
limited citizenship rights, and apprehensions about returning
to Afghanistan contributed to tensions regarding their
identities.

Distinctiveness was evident in cultural practices, such as
marriage customs, religious ceremonies, and local gatherings,
as well as in the physical environment, which was marked by
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poverty, shared facilities, and limited communal spaces.
Continuity was compromised by the lack of positive spatial
memories from Afghanistan, yet Kinship networks,
communal living, and memories of traditional foods, colors,
and home layouts helped preserve cultural roots. Self-esteem
was adversely affected by social exclusion, discriminatory
language, and restricted access to public services; however,
strong internal community cohesion fostered a sense of
belonging. Self-efficacy was limited by restricted housing
ownership and substandard living conditions though women
engaged in small-scale, home-based economic activities.
Architectural strategies that are sensitive to identity are
crucial for enhancing migrants’ sense of belonging and
facilitating social integration. These strategies include
creating spaces that encourage social interaction, designing
privacy-respecting housing units, providing areas for micro-
businesses, and incorporating culturally meaningful spatial
elements. Mixed-neighborhood layouts that include both
Iranian and Afghan households can help prevent segregation,
promote social cohesion, and support the preservation of
identity and dignity. Residential environments should reflect
the lifestyles, customs, and daily routines of the inhabitants to
enhance quality of life while reinforcing cultural identity.

Keywords: Afghan Migrants, ldentity, Breakwell's Identity
Process Theory, Architectural Space, Mahmoudabad Brick
Kiln.
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