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Introduction

This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the evolving antagonism between Israel and Iran, integrating political-sociological,
historical, and geopolitical perspectives. While the immediate catalyst for this inquiry is Israel's military strike on Iranian territory
on 13 June 2025, the study contends that this event is not an isolated episode. Instead, it is a manifestation of deeper structural,
discursive, and historical processes that have for centuries shaped collective identities, territorial imaginaries, and strategic conduct.
By employing Critical Discourse Analysis alongside historical inquiry and geopolitical theory, the article elucidates how enduring
narratives and ideological formations persistently inform contemporary regional dynamics.

Materials & Methods
A core contribution of this study is its historical analysis of
the evolution of Jewish identity with specific attention to how
the religious and genealogical figure of Jacob—renamed
Israel—served as the symbolic and conceptual basis for the
territorial construct of the “Land of Israel”. The analysis
traces the transformation of this religious concept into a
political-territorial claim across successive historical periods.
It reconstructs how the nomenclature and administrative
classification of the territory evolved under various imperial
rulers: from the ancient kingdoms of Israel and Judah through
its redesignation as “Palestina” under Roman rule to
subsequent Ottoman administrative divisions and finally to
the terminological frameworks imposed during the British
Mandate. These semantic and bureaucratic shifts demonstrate
how imperial naming practices and territorial categorizations
have shaped enduring geographical perceptions, nationalist
claims, and contested historical narratives that continue to
influence contemporary political discourse.

Furthermore, the article engages with a central
historiographical debate: why Jewish immigrant communities
in the early 20th century were able to rapidly establish

functional political institutions, economic infrastructures and
robust organizational capacity, while Palestinian society
under comparable historical circumstances did not achieve
parallel state-building momentum. The analysis explicitly
rejects cultural or essentialist explanations for this
divergence. Instead, it foregrounds material and structural
determinants. Pre-existing Jewish communities possessed
considerable organizational capital through transnational
networks, substantial international political and financial
backing, administrative expertise derived from European
contexts, and highly coordinated settlement policies. In
contrast, Palestinian society operated under conditions of
colonial domination, experienced profound political
fragmentation and leadership divisions, faced systematic
restrictions on political mobilization, and lacked access to
equivalent levels of material and institutional resources. This
disparity in foundational conditions created fundamentally
uneven capacities for state formation, which critically
predetermined the trajectory of subsequent political
developments.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
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A further central component of this analysis is its exploration
of Israel's contemporary political landscape, with specific
attention to the ideological and discursive stances concerning
the concept of a "Greater Israel”. The article delineates the
major parties and political blocs, illustrating that while
explicit advocacy for territorial expansion is concentrated
among far-right factions, expansionist narratives and biblical-
historical claims to the land permeate broader segments of the
political culture. These narratives not only inform settlement
policies and border discourses, but also sustain the
construction of Iran as a civilizational adversary whose
regional influence is portrayed as a fundamental threat to
Israel's long-term territorial and ideological ambitions. The
study contends that these narratives constitute a symbolic
framework that legitimizes preemptive military actions,
diplomatic offensives, and security doctrines predicated on
strategic dominance rather than coexistence.

Subsequently, the analysis shifts to Iran's regional
posture, arguing that its foreign policy conduct is shaped by
decades of geopolitical pressure, external interventions,
international sanctions, and perceived security threats. In
contrast to common Western and Israeli portrayals of Iran as
an inherently expansionist power, the study demonstrates that
Iran's strategy is predominantly defensive, anchored in
concerns over national sovereignty, deterrence, and the
preservation of a multipolar regional order. Iran's alliances,
military posturing, and diplomatic initiatives are interpreted
as reactive measures to structural insecurity rather than as
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manifestations of ideological expansionism. Placing Iran's
role within a longer historical continuum reveals a foreign
policy characterized by strategic continuity, caution, and
acute sensitivity to regional power asymmetries.

By integrating historical reconstruction, discourse
analysis, and geopolitical interpretation, the study concludes
that the Israel-lran antagonism is sustained by deeply
entrenched ideological infrastructures, not merely transient
political disputes. Consequently, achieving sustainable peace
in West Asia necessitates a transformation of the symbolic
and discursive foundations of enmity, a critical reevaluation
of territorial mythologies, and a shift from dominance-based
security doctrines toward cooperative regional frameworks.
Only by addressing these structural dimensions can
policymakers envision a durable and equitable security
architecture capable of stabilizing bilateral relations and
breaking the persistent cycle of fear, mistrust, and conflict
that currently defines the region.
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4 The official reason for building the barrier... is security, ‘to
prevent terror attacks’.... Examination... shows that the
barrier [...] runs along the borders of [...] settlements.*
https://www.btselem.org/publications/summaries/200512_un
der_the_guise_of_security

5 “Even the idea that the settlements contributed to Israeli
security... were ex post facto rationalizations.”
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/07/books/review/07tepper
man.html ;

(Gorenberg, 2006 as cited by Remnick, 2007). The purpose of
settlement. .. had been to create facts that would determine the
final status of the land, to sculpt the political reality before
negotiations ever got under way.*
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/05/28/the-
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3 Avi Maoz, and the Program of the Noam Party.
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4 With Gantz's Backing, Israel's Parliament Passes Resolution
Opposing Palestinian Statehood:
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-18/ty-
article/knesset-passes-resolution-against-establishment-of-
palestinian-state/00000190-c2c¢6-d13a-ad92-
caffa4b90000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_
Native
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5 Meretz Party Platform, 2021: https://meretz.org.il/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/English-Platform.pdf

https://www.progressiveisrael.org/meretz-the-little-post-
zionist-party-that-couldnt/

p o~ ul.: C.Zj.i ;5)) >)";'L5° oalail USLA‘ J<i:) J::C»H:’
Sl o3 940 45 s oo 0Ll bl L(8-) oL
:’Ja.w\jd..! 6JI>-L :\.:\JS ¢w.)w g_.J(J',>-( g;S)L.f;A Ls &LQCJ})
o) i malS ) el 4TSS e 3laS s
A= L Gyl BVAEY (gt ) S 4288 ) bbb
el ool Olie b S5y Bui> LalST
Ml il 8 dam 55 o)l e 31l ) (Ketzmer, 2002: 2)
S#B Bl 3 gLl e Jlasl &S A4S o es la S
ol £l oy BB Blond OF 51 Bl b 55830 o geme
23 x5 (Roberts, 1990) 5555 o~ Jas ad oy oS s
QYJP- LgLALng.L L(\Q/\Y—Y" ') ‘_)LJ u}&- th_..’;\ 9 e_}.&«
Tl Sl G568 pgle xS Sas0lis
LJ.AJA CA_.»\) 9 rSl;— \-J‘_)}‘ ch_.jaL;d odalin ASQL\%-
Al OB S L Ol ssp e 4 glal S
35 0L s b e s b JIET Lams 4 el gl
A1 s ar pade b Ol &S 550 e ediagd il
9 | oJ\.\s‘ﬁ U.L.udu d}?‘”‘l)ﬁ‘ ‘Jﬁj‘f"" t}...»:L;...»: W BE
e, S o 200 L SIS0l aslse 5l sles 1S ik
5 Ml e Dl B S 1 Y S gl
J’.’\JJ.)J ‘5;Hﬁ)> &Jl}w‘b f})‘b’lﬁﬁ Lj&.lﬁ 6&0};
ZJ\JM\) é):.&.a .19}142- Q‘j&‘}w:\l&u
1¢...] the main function of the court has been to legitimize
government actions in the territories. By clothing acts of the
military in cloaks of legality, the court justifies and rationalizes
these acts [...] both for the Israeli Public [...] and for
international observers sympathetic to Israel’s basic position.”
International court of Justice (08. Dec. 2003) Legal
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory: https://www.icj-cij.org/case/131
2UN OCHA Occupied Palestinian Territories, Annual Reports
2019-2024:
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-
palestinian-territory/occupied-palestinian-territory-
humanitarian-fund-annual-2;
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-
palestinian-territory/occupied-palestinian-territory-
humanitarian-fund-annual-3
3Yair Lapid’s Speech at the UN General Assembly, 2022.:

https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-of-lapids-2022-
speech-to-the-un-general-assembly/
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https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-18/ty-article/knesset-passes-resolution-against-establishment-of-palestinian-state/00000190-c2c6-d13a-ad92-caffa4b90000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_Native
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-18/ty-article/knesset-passes-resolution-against-establishment-of-palestinian-state/00000190-c2c6-d13a-ad92-caffa4b90000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_Native
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-18/ty-article/knesset-passes-resolution-against-establishment-of-palestinian-state/00000190-c2c6-d13a-ad92-caffa4b90000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_Native
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-07-18/ty-article/knesset-passes-resolution-against-establishment-of-palestinian-state/00000190-c2c6-d13a-ad92-caffa4b90000?utm_source=App_Share&utm_medium=iOS_Native
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https://meretz.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/English-Platform.pdf
https://meretz.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/English-Platform.pdf
https://www.progressiveisrael.org/meretz-the-little-post-zionist-party-that-couldnt/
https://www.progressiveisrael.org/meretz-the-little-post-zionist-party-that-couldnt/
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1 Avoda stance towards a  Palestinian  state
https://en.idi.org.il/israeli-elections-and-parties/parties/labor-
party-haavoda/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

2 Mansour Abbas, https://www.israelnetz.com/der-
pragmatische-islamist/https://www.timesofisrael.com/raam-
chief-mansour-abbas-says-he-wont-run-for-knesset-beyond-
the-next-election/

3Hadash Party https://hadash.org.il/english/
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“A Clean Break” is anotionat [ ...] Israel has the opportunity
to make a clean break; it can forge a peace process and strategy
based on an entirely new intellectual foundation, one that
restores strategic initiative and provides the nation the room to
engage every possible energy on rebuilding Zionism, the

starting point of which must be economic reform....(Perle et
al., 2009).
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Fig 1- The Kingdoms of the Children of Israel after Solomon and before the conquest of Israel by the Assyrians

Courtesy of blog.Richmond.edu
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Fig 2- Map of Palestine and Israel over time
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