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Introduction

Employment and securing a suitable job rank among the most fundamental needs of individuals in any society. Each year, a large
number of people worldwide enroll in universities with the hope of finding employment in their fields of interest and expertise upon
graduation. Although many pursue higher education for the sake of knowledge as a social value, for the majority of students, it is
regarded as an investment in their future undertaken with the expectation of post-graduation employment. However, unemployment
of university graduates has emerged as a significant social issue globally in recent years, particularly acute in developing countries,
with far-reaching economic and social consequences. In Iran, official data indicate that the unemployment rate among the active
population aged 18-35 years stands at 14.7% with university graduates comprising 40.3% of the total unemployed. In the provinces
of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, the unemployment rate for this age group exceeds 21%, ranking among the highest in the
country. For years, it was assumed that unemployment would decrease as education levels improved with the expectation that
unemployment among higher education graduates would approach zero. This assumption has been challenged by the rising number
of unemployed individuals with higher education. The unemployment of university graduates leads to disappointment and confusion
at the individual level; at the organizational level, it results in diminished academic performance among students still engaged in
education and weakens scientific output; and at the macro level, it causes a significant waste of educational resources, increases the
emigration of scientific experts abroad, and depletes the country's human capital. The widespread unemployment of university
graduates is particularly concerning for a country with millions of students and where university education remains a highly valued
socio-cultural asset. In this context, given the prevalence of graduate unemployment and its adverse consequences, this research
aimed to study the causes and circumstances of this phenomenon within the socio-cultural context of Yasuj City, employing an
interpretive approach and focusing on the perspectives of unemployed graduates.

Material & Methods

This study was conducted within the framework of
qualitative methodology and grounded theory. The
participants were graduates of Yasouj University, who had
graduated within the last few years and had not succeeded in
obtaining stable employment. A purposive sampling method
was used for their selection. In total, 14 individuals were

interviewed through in-depth semi-structured interviews,
from whom the research data were collected. The interview
locations were determined according to the participants’
conditions and preferences; some were conducted at the
individuals' places of residence, some in cafes, some on the
university campus, and some in public spaces, such as parks.
All interviews were recorded with prior permission from the
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participants and were fully transcribed upon completion. The
collected data were coded through open, axial, and selective
coding procedures. To validate the research findings, efforts
were made, firstly, to include a wide range of unemployed
graduates from various faculties of Yasuj University.
Secondly, the data collection process extended over a
relatively long period. Furthermore, to ensure the reliability
of the findings, the coding was carried out separately by two
researchers and, following discussion in group meetings,
presented to a third researcher for review. Additionally, after
the coding was completed, the results were returned to 3
participants to elicit their views on the extent to which the
findings corresponded with their lived experiences.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

Following the completion and examination of the interviews,
the data coding process commenced. Initially, by highlighting
all significant sentences and propositions, open coding was
conducted and codes were identified. Subsequently, through
axial coding, concepts were extracted based on
commonalities among the codes. Next, using selective
coding, categories were constructed according to the logical
links between concepts. The results revealed that the
economic state of the labor market and the shortcomings of
the education system constituted the causal conditions of
university graduate unemployment. Bureaucratic corruption
emerged as the contextual condition, while individual setback
was identified as the intervening condition. Enhancing
capabilities and adaptation were found to be the strategies
adopted by graduates in facing unemployment. Finally,
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psychosomatic and social repercussions were identified as the
consequence  of university graduate unemployment.
Ultimately, data analysis revealed the emergence of a core
category entitled "labor market victims". Over the past few
decades, Yasouj University has experienced rapid growth,
leading to a large influx of local youth hoping for a better
future. However, universities, like many others in the
country, lack a clear strategy for connecting with industry
and society. This results in graduates entering the labor
market without the necessary skills and abilities.
Unfortunately, the labor market in the province is limited due
to unfavorable economic conditions and a struggling
industrial sector. The private sector and small industries,
which do offer job opportunities, often require skills and
abilities that university graduates generally do not possess.
Additionally, bureaucratic corruption further hinders their
chances of finding employment. As a result, many graduates
become increasingly disappointed and frustrated with the job
market. Some may attempt to cope with unemployment by
continuing their studies, connecting with experienced
individuals, taking temporary jobs, or even leaving their
homeland. Nevertheless, these efforts lead to psychological,
physical, and social discomforts and some may even
contemplate suicide. Ultimately, university graduates find
themselves trapped in a vicious cycle largely beyond their
control, leaving them feeling like victims.

Keywords:  Unemployment, Employment,  Graduate,
University, Labor Market, Yasouj.
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Table 1- Demographic characteristics of the participants
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Table 2- Results of open, axial and selective coding
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