Materials & Methods
This study adopted a qualitative approach, employing digital
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Introduction

The Korean Wave, or Hallyu, refers to the global proliferation of South Korean cultural products, which commenced in the late
1990s and gained considerable momentum throughout the 2000s propelled by the international success of television dramas, such
as Winter Sonata and Jewel in the Palace. Over time, Hallyu has evolved into a major cultural phenomenon, transcending
geographical boundaries and shaping cultural consumption patterns among youth across Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. Iran has
not remained untouched by this trend. The broadcast of Korean television dramas on national television introduced many Iranian
adolescents and young adults to Korean popular culture, thereby contributing to its rising popularity within the country. Among the
various dimensions of Hallyu, K-pop—a hybrid musical genre blending pop, hip-hop, rock, and dance—has emerged as particularly
influential. As K-pop gained traction in Iran, it gave rise to a distinct fan subculture. Given that a substantial portion of fan
activities—including music streaming, online content creation, and hashtag promotion—occurs on social media platforms, the
present study sought to examine how participation in K-pop fandom had shaped the identity formation of young Iranian fans.

To ensure credibility of the findings, methodological
triangulation was achieved by cross-validating field

ethnography as its primary research method. Data were
collected through online participant observation and
unstructured interviews. Fieldwork was conducted from
March to September 2025, involving systematic observation
of Telegram channels, Instagram pages, blogs, and websites
dedicated to K-pop fandom. Field notes extended beyond the
textual content of online posts and messages to document
fans’ daily interactions, content-sharing patterns, likes and
comments, stories, profile images, decoration of personal
spaces (e.g., rooms), clothing and accessories, arrangement of
fandom-related objects, dance practices, food-related
experiences, and various other aspects of everyday life. In
addition to these observations, 12 unstructured interviews
were carried out with male and female K-pop fans. The data
were analyzed using thematic analysis in MAXQDA 2024.

observations with interview data. Credibility was further
strengthened through member checking, during which
interview transcripts and observational summaries were
shared with participants to obtain their feedback and confirm
the accuracy of the interpretations. Moreover, the
researcher’s prolonged engagement in the field, alongside a
transparent account of field entry and the data collection
process, contributed to the overall trustworthiness of the
study. Ethical principles were rigorously observed throughout
the research process. Prior to data collection, the researcher
introduced herself, explained the purpose of the study, and
provided clear information about the interview process and
how the data would be used—including transcription, coding,
and analysis. Participants were assured that their identities
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would remain confidential and that pseudonyms would be
employed in all research reports and publications.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings revealed that K-pop fandom identity among
young Iranians constituted a dynamic and multi-stage
process, encompassing 4 distinct phases: pre-fandom stage,
the turning point of encountering K-pop, fandom transition
stage, and emergence of a balanced fandom identity. During
the pre-fandom stage, participants had no prior engagement
with K-pop. During the phase of becoming acquainted with
K-pop, several salient themes also emerged, including the
redefinition of masculinity, the desire for distinction,
cleanliness as a valued practice, and the influence of
messages promoting self-respect, future orientation, and self-
confidence. In the fandom transition stage, participants
actively negotiated between local cultural norms and
emerging global influences by incorporating elements, such
as music, fashion, language, and food into their daily lives.
They also demonstrated creative agency through activities,
including learning the Korean language, translating and
redistributing fan-produced content, and engaging actively in
online fan communities. Finally, the balanced fandom
identity reflected the development of a multilayered,
selective, and reflexive identity, wherein participants
maintained their attachment to K-pop while simultaneously

Strategic Research on Social Problems, Vol. 16, Issue 1, No. 56, 2027

preserving and renegotiating their cultural values within the
Iranian context. Overall, the findings suggested that K-pop
fandom extended beyond mere cultural consumption and
functioned as a significant site for negotiating, reconstructing,
and reflexively shaping identity within the broader context of
cultural globalization.

Keywords: K-pop Fandom, Digital Ethnography, ldentity
Construction, Active Cultural Consumption, Iranian Youth.
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Photo3- Elmira's clothing style, 2025-4-1
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